1600.]         Ditties of a Secretary of State.              167

French King, the state  of their debts  to  the  Queen, what
the assurances are, and where they are.

To oversee the order of the Council-book and Muster-book
of the realm.

To have the custody of letters from foreign princes to the
Queen, and answers made to them.

To have care to the intelligences abroad.

Memorandum : That all causes to be treated on in council
and resolved are either only for her Majesty, or betwixt party
and party, or betwixt some party (either subject or stranger)
and the Queen's Majesty.

The first doth handle principally questions and consultations
of State, growing from foreign advertisements, or some extra-
ordinary accidents within the realm.

The second (between party and party) are very seldom heard
particularly, but rather ended by overruling an obstinate
person, who is made to acknowledge his fault, or else the
parties are remitted to some court of justice or equity, or
recommended by some letters to some justices in the country
to compound the differences either by consent of the parties or
by direction. Or if the cause be great, then to write letters
to some principal persons to have some circumstances better
understood and examined, concerning matter of fact, whereof
the council cannot be so well informed, when they have only
the suggestions of one party against another, upon which report
it often happeneth that quarrels and differences are taken up
by the council, when it appears clearly who is in default.

When there is anything in question wherein the Queen is
a party, it is commonly either by the breach of peace or for
some other title.

If there be breach of peace the lords do either punish the
offender by commitment, or do refer the matter to be further
proceeded in the Star-Chamber, where great riots and con-
tempts are punished.

If it be matter of title, then the lords refer it to the
Queen's learned counsel, and recommend the same to the judges*
care.

If there be some suits to the Queen of poor men, then do
the lords endorse their petitions with their opinions and